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the force, a; conſequently leſſen the influence of them, u 2 
the minds of Men, 1 therefore think my ſelf oblig d, in i 
to my ſubject, but much more in juſtice to God and Religion, 
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. *. Secondly, Toſhew, andeſtabliſh, che true meaning. 


A * it, es the Texts of Scripture. relating da it; 3 and they a . 
E theſe which follow. 
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Marrazw 25. 41. 1 


u ſhalt be "ſay unto t bem vn the left hand, ha 
From me, ye carſed, inte * fre, aw 
en obe Devit and bis Angels, . Led 


Am now upon the Subje & of the Eternity y of El u. 
| mentsgand have already . ſo far in it, as to have 
prov d in general, both from Scripture and Reaſon, that 


or haye a duration without end. 
Bur becauſe many, of thoſe who ſeem to allow the nen 
of Hell- Torment in general, or, at leaſt, the Authority of 


| thoſe Texts af Scripture, which, "we think, plainly aſſert its 
> do nevertheleſs give ſuch particular explications of what they © 


mean, both by it and them, as do, in great meaſure, weaketi 


and Charity to the Souls of Men, to inquire ſomewhiat more 
diſtinctiy into this matter; and, for t 1 abe 1 bare 


Pepe, 


Thirdly, More particularly: to Levi what we ate to un- 
deerſtand by the Ezernity of Hell-Torments : in order to ob- 
viate thoſe. falſe bee » Which the Sociniant and oben 
85 or ſeveral of thoſe Texts of rn re, upon which we 

Jour belief of it. And, in doing this, I will endeavour, 

Firſt, To refutethe falle meanings, which are es of 
* and the Texts of Scipture relating wt it. And A 


Firft, lam to refute'the falls meanings, which are given | 


weer of the dimn'd Gall & 


Firſt, That the only eternal J 
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be annikilation, or an Wi 
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Y ? 1, "HY W i ed HOW'S = wt by). ſhall , 2 
baye no other eternal puniſhment, than their toſs of God'ahd | 1 4 
* - Heaven, andthe natutal confequences of that, and of their 
eternal exiſtence: but Du hor moreoyer eternally undergo || 
73 _ Poſitive Torments. Aya | 

Lay, That not all the 4 Call be *rernally tonne 10 
bed . many of them ſhall, in time, be d from 
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Ft: „That the only. etercial puniſliiesi of the dd. 
if lth be Annihilation, or an utter extinction of their beings; 


This is maintait d by many of the Sociniann but with this + | 
[ - Gina that 24 hold 5 ſhall, be immediately „ 3 
ateqd; after the day of Mdgment others, that chey ſhall Hr 4 
I ſuffer poſitive Termen, for a conſidetable time, and then 
6 Vat laſt: be releas'd from being. Wolſogenzos, upon the 2 
5 15 ol St Matt bew and the 46th verſe, makes the everlaſting pu- 
„ niſhment, which the wicked are there ddom'd to, 7 be only 
. their periſhing for ever; but Crellias, explaining the ſame. 
Text, makes it import: that the wicked ſhall be felt rofmentedz 4 
and then ſhall Be etinguiſh d and deſtroy'd; What ground , | 
they have from Scripture, for either of theſe explications, S J 
hall ſee by and by, when I come to Famine the Fe, wick 
_ thiy produce, for chia purpoſe... ........ 
1 4 In the mean time, I cannot but ere to 5 that K 
9 Seriptute, which are to be produc d by the Sbeinian 
to prove the Annihilation of the wicked, ought to be very 
plain au full: betauſe both Nature and Reaſon preſume Fer, 
frongly on the other ſide, vis, chat the wicked (hall not be an- 
| mays And, tho our notions from Nature and Reaſon © |] [ 
| |: _- oughie always to ſubmit to Revelation, eſpecially: in 5 1 * 1 
| Yo a 5 - caſe as this, whith very much depends upon the . 4 
_ of God: who! tan certainly beſt tell, what he wills in it; yer; 
' becauſe Nature and Reaſon are, in ſome ſenſe, revealers 2 
- God's Will as Well as Scripture, tho* not fo perfect ones, we | 
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way very juſtly demand 5 Scripture 8 full Revez 
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| that; which we by ours 
5 - "ol, ART Ubi wil or nt eo oy bye let A 
Nature plainly tells us, that the Souls of wicked Men are, 
in themſelves, as immortal as thoſe of the good; that they | 
have no principles of - alteration or corruption in 1 1 
more than cheirs; that they were all created alike at firſt, ane 
cConſequently muſt all alike go on, in virtue of the ſame na- 
ttlyre, to immortality. So that, without à ſpecial interpoſition 
_ of the divine Providence, to put and end to their being, tbeß 
-  _ muſt paturally be immortal. And Reaſon, which knows that 
- God made nothing in vain, cannot tell how to think that, 
' * . "when God created the Souls of all Meg of an immortal nature, 
hae deſigmd however that a great oM of them, I fear much 
the greateſt, ſhould nor continue, according to their natute, 
Immortal. Eſpecially, when ſhe conſiders likewiſe, what wiſe | 
und glotious ends God may ſerve, by the Immortality of the | 
wicked: in puniſhing them mightily for their ſins, making 
them duly ſenſible of the power of his wrath, and preſerving 
ttzjhem as everlaſting monuments, and examples to all his Crea . 
tures; of his Infinite Holineſs, Juſtice and Sovereiguty. Nay, 
« . methinks it ſeems to be a downright contradiction to reaſon, 
to ſuppoſe that God ſhould ſo far favour and befriend the 
wicked, as to alter the very courſe of Nature for them, that 
ſo he may let them out of being: and that too juſt then, when 
their very being, even tho? he ſhould not inflict any poſitiye 
Torment upon them, would, in great meaſure, become a 
Iauſt and reaſonable puniſhment to them, for their ingratitude |. 
. "and diſobedience to him. Nay farther, I cannot ſee the leaſt 
ground from reaſon to expect, that God ſhould be ſo kind to 
the wicked, as (even after they have ſuffer d very great Tor- 
ments, for a conſiderable time) nat to keep them tothe Law 
pol their Nature, but, by ſtopping the courſe of it, in a r- 
Ternatural manner, to releaſe them from being. Why ſhould |}. 
God hinder them, from reaping, to the full, this naturall) | 
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_ everlaſting puniſhmenr of their linz? What pretenſions can 
they poſlibly have to this extraordinary favour from God 
*- who, in utter contempt of all his warnings, promifes and 
|  threqtaings, in contradiGtion'to the diftares of their on na- | 
ce Ws Ns wg. "uh wee: #: AF] eh N ; 1 


-- 4„ — 


f „„ 


3 


* 


4 


— 
— — a 
* T — * 1 * 2 * b 2 N. _ F, 4 
4 — | - * | 5 * on, . , 
4 * > > 22 ** N 4 * * A . * 4 bo X 2 », * 7 y * K , * * J LY 
U , N by So v4 
£ \N - 1 \ — 


— 
— 


9 - 
* 
f / 41 
= : * 
* 
- 


4 
, P „ 
«. 6 
. g 
* . + 
kad 


thre and reaſon, and BY 0 


by, 
A 

* 
in 


- 


ly, preſumptu- 
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' erdcify'd and pur bim to an open ſhame afreſh, gries/d his holy 


Spiri: and, in ane word, did all that they could do, to al- 
front and provoke God, and cut off all manner of hope of 
| © mercy and. favour from him, in ariother. life? Can there be 

any good ſenſe in, can there be the leaſt ſhadow or reaſon for, 
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tors, as theſe? > 
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+ "rances-and preſumptions of Nature and Reaſon. But alas! ſo 


| far ſhall we be, from finding them ſo: that excepting a word 
or an expreſſion or two, which, till they come to be conſi- 
der d thoroughly, only look a little this way, there is not the _ 


| * / leaſtcountenance for this notion in Scripture; but a great deal 


ol plain proof for the'contrary, mg. J 
Ie is there ſaid indeed, that God is able to deſtroy both body. © | 


and foul in Hell: Mat. 10. 28. that the wicked ſhall | be pu- 


perdition; 2 Pet. 3. J. and theſe words deſtroy, deſtruftion 
and perdition are brought, to ſupport this notion of the Anni- 
| - hilationof the wicked. But why muſt theſe words be forc'd 


own language, to fignify no more, than the inflicting ſome 


ſenſe? Nay, are they not twice us d in this very ſenſe, in the 
New Teſtament, it ſelf? once Luke 4. 34. Where the ſame 
15 
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niſi d with everlaſting deſtrudttion : 2 Theſ. 1. g. that their end 
« deſtruction: Phil. 3. 19. and their damnation is call'd their 


nrotable miſchief or torment, as when we ſay, a Man will ut- 
derly undo, or utterly deſtroy, us? Do not prophane u- 
- thors, both Greek and Latin, commonly uſe them in this 


ſuppoſing that God will over. rule and change the natural = | 
7 courſe-and order of things, only to ſave from juſt pyniſh- - ' } 

o ſuch Wrenches, ſuch Ingrates, ſuch Rebels, ſuch Tray-- _ . | 
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to ſignify Annihilation? Are they not frequently us'd, in aur 
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1 all the ſtrongeſt obligations _ | 
4 from. duty and gratitude, wilfully, babiruath WEE. 
| ouſly and with an high hand, flew in his face, trampled under 
foot his Laws, neglected the great Salvation offer d by his Son, 
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things ſeems to be meant, by deſtroying the unclean Spirit, 0 
D NMaut pron! 1 4 with that which is expreſs'd Mat. | 


bs - Well then, let us now come on, and ſee whither the Srip- 48 
1] - tures are ſo clear and full, in this point, as they ought to be, 
do lead us into the belief of it, againſt all theſe ſtrong appea- ©, - 


St. Faul commands the Corinthians, by virtue of bis Author 
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8. 29. by tormenting : another time 1 Corinth. 5. 5. where 
75 to deliver up the inceſtuous perſon unto Satan, for the 
Aeſtraction of the fleſh: ¶ tis dh. O por gf. ] not for 
Annihilating of che fleſh J hope, but for the affficting or 
Tormenting of the fleſh : either by diſeaſes, which ſome 


ſuppoſe the Devil had then power to inflict upon perſons ex- 
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communicated from the Church, or, at leaſt, by a very grie- 
vous and mortifying ſorrow, which ſuch ſevere cenſures of 
the Church were then wont to work, in ſuch as were cen- 
Again it is aid, that he that believeth not the San, ſhall not 


ee life; Joh. 36. but there it is plain, by what goeth be- 
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fore, be that believeth on the Son, bath everlaſting life, that 
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by liſe is meant the everlaſting happineſs prepar d for good 1 


Chriſtians z which; tho it is true, the wicked ſhall never ſee, 


ving the wrath of God, to abide on them; as it follows in 


= the latter part of this verſe. 


Farther, it is urg d that the damnation of the wicked is 
calld Death in Scripture; and this ſure, if any thing, muſt 
ſignify Annihilation. But why ſo? may not Death as well fig- 


3 . - nify Miſery, as Life is frequenrly usd to ſigniſy Happinels 2 
| - Nay, doth not the Scripture it felf plainly uſe it in this ſenſe, 


where it tells us, he fearful, and unbelieving, &c. ſhall bave 
Their part in the lake, which burneth ait h fre and brimſtone: 
hich us the ſecond death? Revel. 21. 8. Certainly burnivg 
Vith fire and brimſtone, cannot be death properly ſpeaking, 
or Annihilation: but, being a puniſhment much greater than 
death, it is figuratively expreſs'd under the name of death, 
Which is by moſt Men dreaded,” as one of the greateſt of Evils. 


uf, faith Lac antim, call that puniſhment or pain the ſecond 


Nr 


Aeatb, which is as laſting, as immortality it ſelf; and which 
r full of the ſevereſt torments. [De vita beata. 1. 7. I. 2. c, 12. 
Still, ſome inſiſt, that it is no where ſaid in Scripture, that 
the wicked ſhall be immortal: and ſo far they are in the right, 
That this is no where ſaid in exprefs words, unleſs we allow 
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vet they ſhall ſee ſuch a life,as ſhall make them capable of ka- 
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the mortal muſt put on immortality, to belong to the wicked 
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2s well as to the good, as many learned Men have thought 
+ | they do. But, not to diſpute this at preſent, it is plain that all Hy 
8 thoſe Texts, wich aſſert that the wicked Thall be the ſubjects 
okeverlaſting Torments, do neceſſarily imply that they all 

be immortal, If they muſt depart into everlaſting fire, it they ß 

| _ mult go into everlaſting puniſhment, it they ſhall be tormented 
for ever and ever, if the ſmoke of their torments [hall aſcend © 


= 105 or ever and ever: theſe are all very ſubſtantial proofs of 
their Immortality, or everlaſting exiſtence, _. 


One thing more we often hear of, which is, that ſeveral 


 ' Fathers of the Church, beſides Origen before mention?d, as 


4” | Juſtin Martyr, | Irenæm, Theophilus Ant iac benas, Tatian, and { 


_  Arnobits, do very much favour this opinion, that the wicked 


call beannihilated. To which I have time now only to an- 
ſwer thus much: that, whatever unwary Expreſſions any of 


_ theſe Fathers may have dropt, in their Writings, which may 


ſeem to look this way, they generally ſpeak as clearly and fully 


an the other ſide, of the wick ds being eternall to exiſt in Tor- 


ments, as we can in reaſon defire. (4) Juſtin Martyr ſpeaks 


of the puniſhment and torment of the wicked, in everlaſting 
re, of their interminable torment, their everlaſting Torment, 


6 : and their everlaſting feeling, in eternal fire. (b] Irenæus decla- 
res over and over again, that the wicked and unjuft ſhall be 


ſent into everlaſting fire, that their puniſhment ſhall be eternal, 


and chat they ſhall be dumm d for ever, (e) Theopbylus Antio- 
| ©  chenia mentions the everlaſting puniſhment, everlafting tor- 
mem, everlaſting fire of the wicked, (d) Tatian (peaks ex- 
| - , Preſly of their immortal exiſting under puniſhment. (e] Arno- 

LD , tho he was but a Catechumen, when he wrote his Book; 


and (poke very imperfectly of ſeveral Articles of the Chriſtian 


TON Fan, yet ſpeaks very plainly of the unextinguiſhable pre of 


Hill. Nay even Origen himſelf, (F) however his private judg- 
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and may be as happy, for ever, as it is capable of being, fit 
be nor its own fault. I conclude this Head with the words of 
Crellius, & however inconſiſtent with himſelf in other places, 
that neither doth the Scripture ert, nor reaſon prove (I maß 
8 nor the | Priniiteve Fathers 115 by that God will 2 FP: 
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hang 8 to «at point, Sich . 18 a ha ls 


learned Men, rells, us thar this was TY of the Doctrines of the 


urch, in his time, that every ſoul ſhould either enjoy the in. 
| boritapce of eternal life, or be deliver'd ouer to eternal fire, and 


43 little countenance, from the Primitive | F athers, for this 
apagion of the Annihilation of the wicked, 

To what has beenaid I might farther add, that the Scrip- 
mites Cin all thoſe places, in Which it tells us, N it would 
have been better for the wicked, that they 


Wicked, and that thoſe of ſome ſhall be more tolerable, than 
thaſe 12 others,)doth ſufficiently intimate that Annihilation, eſ- 
ply immediate Annihilation, after the Day of judgment, 


Ul not be the puniſhment of the wicked. For we all know, | 


that there can be no ſuch thing, as degrees, in Anibilarior: 7 
and that not to be after we have been, is] ful the ſame (neither 


better nor worſe) as not being, before W were born, But it is 


high time to quit this head, upon which I ſhould not have inſiſt- 
ed ſo long, as I have, but tas I am ſenſible that this opinion, 
Which! have been refuting, is ane of the main engines which 
the Devil makes uſe of to deceive Men into utter ruin, one of 


the main Comforts and Supports. of wicked Men, in their wie 


kedaels, And evident token this of the great deprayednels and 


- wretchednels of Himane Nature, that can make it ſeek for 


refuge and comfort, in the hope of hot being, when, it bas the 
glorious offer of everlaſting life and happineſs lying before it, 
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Secondly, top. if the bone fhll lan gal yer 
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puniſhments, All which being well conſider d, we ſhall find "*Y 


had never been born, © 
Vand that there ſhall be degrees in the punifhment, of thy 
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Church doubted, whither the wicked ſhould undergo ſuch a pi 


36 wiſhment, as ſhould bave the ſenſe of intolerable terments jo d 


4 o 


mention'd Fathers, who are generally quoted, as - doubting 


\, - haveſpoken as to this matter. The words, which they con- 
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Axa, all words that ſignify Chaſtiſements, or corporal 
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ꝙagæaſſert the puniſbwent and torment of the wicked in everlaſting © 
= - «3 $1 b * 1 ' fig, 6 o q * x F * : 4 & x 
Fre, an unextinguiſhable fire, which the wicked ſhall feel ever- 


 Jaſtingly, &Fc, and thus ſure, is everlaſting poſitive Torment, 
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And What now if, after all this, they have happen'd to drop 
an expreſſion. or two, which may be capable of being drawn 


then Philoſophy, an over-warm zeal ia oppoſing ſome pre« 
- tended Platoniſts, who ſeem' d to aſſert to the Soul a ſelf- exi- 
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Ment Immortality: or indeed to any other cauſe, than ſuch | 
- ſettled perſwaſion and judgment about this matter, as muſt 
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| make them ſo extremely inconſiſtent with themſel ves. 
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bey ſhall have no other eternall puniſhment, Nan their loſs 
of God and Heaven, and the natural conſeq@@nces of that, 

and of their everlaſting exiſtence: but ſhall” not moreover 
"eternally undergo poſitive Torments, And here I know it is 

cConfidently ſaid, that“ mam of the antient Doctors of the 


with it, Bar that they really did ſo, much leſs, that they had. 
LINE ESTI | Fa }3:1- 43 e N . . . 

an found from Scripture ſo to do, I am by no means a- 
% GE. 2 a et” e.. Y ß | 3% +15 Run 

185 You have juſt now heard how Jufin Martyr, and the fore- 


about the eternity of the poſitive Torments of the Damn'd, 
and inclining rather to believe that they will not be eternal, 


ſtantly uſe, to expreſs.the everlaſting puniſhments of the wic- 


Feed, are the propereſt words, that could poſſibly have been 
Cholen to denote poſitive Torment: as X,, 110 ple, 


niſhments, inflited by Magiſtrates or Judges. They roundly | 


with a vengeance. And this they do frequently, and in thoſe 
; places too , where they are purpoſely giving an account of the 
\- Chriſtian Faith, and vindicating i againſt its Adverſaries. 


to favour the ceaſing of the poſitive Torments of the damn'd 2 
' "Qught we not much rather to aſcribe this, ro exceſs of good 
nature, unaccuratenels in ſpeaking, ſome remains of their Hea- 
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| Bat, ſuppoſing chat he or any other the antient Doctors 
 _ of the Chu, had doubted, as to this point; yet I'canſee | 
no manner & reaſon, or ground from Scripture, for us ta | 
doubt along with them, The Scriptures indeed tell us, that 
the wicked ſhall depart from Chriſt, that they ſhall not ſee God, 
that they Hof not enter into bu reſt, that they hall nor inherit” 
the Ringdom of Cbriſt and of God. And theſe are very good 
proofs that their loſs of God and Heaven (hall be part of their 

everlaſting puniſbmenr, but, by no means, proofs thax it ſhall 
be the whole of it. For do not the ſame Scriptures add, that 
they muſt depart into everlaſting puniſbment, g NM, a word, 
as one of the Sociniaus? himſelf tells us, which properly fig- 

_ nifies bodily pain or chaſtiſement ? Do not they ſay, that they _ | 
| ſhall be tormented for ever and ever, p«oviohiooley, the 
hall berack'dandrortur'd, as Malefactors are? Can we make 
any thing elſe, than politive Torments, of that everlaſting 
fre, intq which they ſhall be caſt, and from which the ſmoke | 
of their for ment. [ball aſcend up for ever and ever? Could we | 
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our ſelves have ſpoken in terms more full, expreſſive and ſigni- 


7 4 . | 


Heart, for this purpaſe } And, if pot, what's it that we can , | 


* 


ff. . TO Me IC ** 
Wyy truly, when all comes to all, the great objection is, | 
| that our reaſon cannot underſtand, how this can be; that it | 
'  , Cannot comprehend, how the Damn'd can have any ſuch for; 
ok body, as ſhall everlaſtingly ſubſiſt in fire, without being 
conſum'd: or atleaſt, that it cannot conceive, how this can | 
be, without a continu'd miracle, or ſeries of miracles, which i s 
ſome Men are very unwilling to allow. Bur ſurely it is no great 
wonder, that revelation ſhould make known ſuch things to 
As, as we are not able to comprehend the manner of. It is no 
| © hard matter to believe that God can do things, which to un 


Leue Creatures, ſem yery ftrange and unaccountable. Bur 
it is very natural and rational, and eaſy to believe, that, what= | 
„ ; hat 


ever God has ſaid, that he will do, in ſome way or other, be l 


it with miracle or without. You have ſeen that many of the | 
'. » Heathens, who yet had no revelation for this, made no diffl 
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' above their comprehenſion: nor ſuffer him to work a miracle, even tho“ 
they eunnot underſtand, How his veracity. can be ſalv'd, without it. Cer- 
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ceulty of believing that the wicked ſhould be everlaſtingly, tormented, 


fire, in Hell. And they left it to their Gods to take care, 
done, without concerning themſelves, about it, or bog 
olf it, becauſe they did underſtand the manner of it. A grievous reproach 
cis to many, who call themſelves. Chriſtians, and yet dare not truſt their 


{ 


| God, as far as the Heatheny themſelves truſted theirs ; who wilLhardly wy 


believe him, tho he ſpeaks never ſo plainly, if be ſpeaks of doing things 


tainly, as long as there is no contradiction, as ta the doing of any thin 4 | 


which God has declar d he will do: as long as ſuch a thing is capable 
us, in honour to God, to believe firmly that it will be done. 


Farther it is objected, that, altho it is perfectly at God's pleaſure, hi- 


ther he will ever. admit ſinners to the enjoyment of himſelf and Heaven, 


yet it ſeemt mot to be ſo, whither he ſhall infli&t everlaſting poſitiye Ter- 
ments upon the Damn d, ot no. The former is matter of favour, and he 
may diſpoſe of his fayours, zs he pleaſeth: but this latter is matter of 


Juſtice; and therefore here God muſt proceed by the Eaws of juſtice, which 
da not ſeem to allow the ivfifFion of everlaſting poſitive rormeuts, for 
temporary (ins. But, this being an gbjection, which will have its anſwer, 
in may following Diſcourſe, I ſhall paſs it over here, and proceed *' 

+. Thirdly and Laſtly, To refure that notion, That nor all the damn'd 


. hall be eternally tormented, but that many of them ſhall, in time, be 


" 
n 


releas'd from their Torments. 


The Heathens, as I before binreg to vou, were generally of opinion, | 
that only the moſt heinous and notorious ſinners ſhould continue in Hell. 


for ever-; but that all others, ſome ſooner ſome later, in proportion to 


» 


their reſpective degrees of finfulneſy, ſhould be releat d from it. To which 
purpoſe, Plato tells us, in his Phedo, that they, who kavye committed 
5 gee? wickedneſs, tho' ſuch az may in time be heal d, muſt fall into Bell; 


* 


ur, when they have fall u into it, and continu'd 4 year in it, they ſtall a 


of keat or coli in which they ſuppos d 


3 


Es caſt out again, by the rivers 
they ſhould be tormented. 


And the /atter ems baye divided Hell into two Parts, the upper and 1 


lower Hell: and the upper they appropriate to thoſe,” whem they call the 
prevaricators of Iſrael, that is ſuch as were ſinners of a more moderate 


degree; and they allotted them generally :welve months Ray there, or 
more, [ Winder, SeF. 8,.] if their fins requir'd it, Thus one of their fa- - 


moys Rabbies tells us: Thi paniſpment, faith, be, which we have been 


ſpea king of, whither it belongs ta the body. alone, or to the ſoul alone, ar 


10 both body aud ſoul, is different, and varies according to the ſtate and 
condition of each perſon reſheFively. For it cannot be that they, who haue 


une partly good and partly evil, ſhould be tormented with thoſe greateſt | 
ormgnts of all, which we have before mention d. But after a-certars 


it, Vis. when that wicked cuſtom of (inzng is quity done away, ana as. 
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being done, either in a natural or ſupernatural way, it highly becomes 
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fergotienggnnd, - aetirding te the open ef our Hocherf of bl Mes | |- 
| wery, thet wie, in about rwelve months.” Then they all not ouly be |} 
7  Fredfrom their tormentt, but ſhall. aſcend ro the Mun fen of the Bleſſed, | 
. Is dwell and tvs 46h them, in they happineſs. ; 3 5 
|  .,, And, from the Heathenj and Jews together, (ij the Mabometens have © 
” , feign'd'a place, betweenthe extreme Torments of Hell and Paradile, where 
dome forts of finmers'ſhould endure torment, for a time, but nos for ever. 
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- Thoſe indeed, who both believe und praiſe ill, they give up to eternal 
torments: bat 46 for thoſe, who believ'd well, cho' they did lead wicked | 
| - tives, they leave them to the merey of God, to puniſh or pardon them, az | 
de ſhall chink fit; bur ſtill, 'witha bar to eternal puniſhmenc : hes 
And indeed it is no great wonder that the people of theſe ſeveral Reli- | 
Von, which have been long miſerably ſtuffd up with fancies and fable, 
mould give way to ſuch altogether gromdleſs conceics, at theſe are. But 
that Chriſtians, ro whom the wrath of Sod, has been;ſo fully and clearly, |- 
reveal d fr om Heaven, ag ainft all ungodlineſs and wnrighttouſneſs of men: 2 * 
| * that they, I ſay, ſhould give any countenance and entertaitiment to ſuch | 
| pure chimerical Diſtinctions, as theſe are, ſeems very ſurprizing and un- 
And yet it is well Known. that too many Chriſtians have indulg'd them- | 
3 Elves, in the belief of ſuch fictions. Even, before St. Auſtin's time, { Bip - --; 
| -Cavit. Dei. l. 21. I there had been no ſmall variety of opinions about this 
. mater: ſome having maintain d, that the Torments of all the damu d. 
even of the Devils themſelves, ſhould have an end, which was ſuppos d to Rr 4 j 
axe been the opinion of Origen 7 others, that all the dami'd of Mankind 
mould, in time, get rid ot cheir Torments, and leave the Devil and his l 
AZ els only, heirs of eternal torments: others again, that, if not all men, - 
pete at leaſt all Chriſtians, ſhould, after certain period of time, be releas'd 
. » eur of Hell: and laftly others, that, to be ſure, Chriſtians that were given 
tis works of Charity, however great ſinners in other reſpects, ſhould nor 
vuadergo everlaſting puniſhmerit. And each of theſe opinions they ſup» , 
ported, by the Authority of ſeveral Texts of Scriprure. ' © 7 
III ſhall have occalion, in my following Diſcourſe, to examine thoſe 
| Texts. of Scripture, which are produc d to prove, in general, that the 
| Torment; of the dama'd ſhall not be eternal. At preſent I ſhall only take 
notice of thoſe, which are us d particularly, in favour of damn'd Chri, | 
| | flians, and eſpecially ſuch, as had been gives to works of Charity, in this 
wwe. Ad this chink my ſelf oblig d to do, becauſe it is plain that, from 
} rhe very firſt preaching of Chriſtianity, there have always been ſuch Chri- 
| -ftians, pe packs a great deal too much hope, in the bare name ane 
| | outward pro on of a Chriſtian 3 and becauſe our experience frequently | 
ne us us, that many Chriſtians are abundantly too apt to value themſelves | 
for their works of Charity, and to aR, as if they thought they might com- n 
mute thoſe with God, for à great many faillures, neglecte, and tran ?- 
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I greſſions, as to other Duties. | | 5 8 
| | - The Texts, which are commonly brought, to prove that Chriſtians mah 
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* been wi 3 are PIE mu be vr: bel ” and 6 bay: 7 
Tx dſballbe ſeu d. Mark 16, 16. Wheſo eateth my feld, and drinketh | 
mm blood, hath eternal Life, John 6. 54. If any wat « work ſhall be bure's, | 
6 be hot fuffer aut but be hunjlf pk be ſo d; x4, ao by fre, Cor, / 
| ** n 
Now, as to the two firft of theſe Texts, it is plain that they can Ren 5 
1 at all, to our preſent purpoſe. For, if they ſignify any thing, in _ 
|| _favouref the wicked, they ſignify ſo much, aa mult neceſſarily takeaway 
| thevey foundation of that point, which we are now debating. They: 2 
- figaify, chat no wicked Chriſtian ſhall ever be damm d at af ; and then 
| here is no room for diſputing, vhither wicked Chriſtians ſhall be damn d 
to all eternity, or no. For ſurely to be ſav d, and to have eternal life, can 
| never ſignify to be deom'd to inconceivable Torment, for a conſiderable 
time, and then at laſt to be releas d from them. But, in truth, theſe Words 
do not, in the leaſt, favour wicked Chriſtigas : it being plain, from the 
whole tenor of Scripture, that by believing, whenever the promiſe of Sal- 
vation is annex d to it, is always meant believing fo effectally, as ro live 
according to the Rules of the Goſpel. And the ſame may be ſaid of thoſe 
other words, eating the asd, and drinking the blood of the Son of God, 
that by them is meant, eating and drinking theſe, with the neceſſary qua- 1 
ßestions of repentance, faith and charity: otherwiſe, the Scripture it 
ſelf aſſores us that, inſtead of having nrnal life, we eat and drink our | 
3 ane. 1 Cor. 11. 29. BEL 
Aud as to the other Text, it can never be prov'd, chat it has aur rela- 
„ "han at all to the ſufferings of the damn d in Hell, But it ſeems to be 2 j 
pon form of ſpeech, defign'd to repreſent the difficulty of that Man's - | 
ration, who mingles unſound Doctrines, with that great fundamental f 
Doctrine of our Religion, that 'Zeſys Chriſt is the Son of God, or the ws . I 
| Meſſiah: that ſuch a Man ſhould 14 ſay d indeed, becauſe of his holding 
aft the main pillar and groumd of truth, tho with great imperfettion z 
| - burger ſo, ar by fire: with great difficulty, like a Man char is furrownded | 
Vith flames, bur yet makes a hard ſhift to eſcape our of them, This, or 
'  whareyer elſe, may be the meaning of this obſcure Text of Scripture, =. 


ems very plain that the word Herr, he ſball be fav's, cannot be 
us d, in any propriety of ſpeech, of him char xglarptiorr2y, ſhall 
oo be condemn'd or damn'd; theſe words being always oppos'd:to each other 
in Scripture, and the former conſtantly us d to ſignify a Man's not coming 
© Into condemnation, as it is expreſi d Jol ME MED not his getting 01 out of 
it, when he has been in it. 33 


But, tho' there is nor the leaſt ſhadow of reaſon, from n 1 
Ideliere that Chriſtians, once doom d to Hell- Tormeats, ſhall ever be fred“ 
|: fromthem: yet there is a great deal of very plain proof, for the contra- 

ry. For, beſides that all the wicked, as well Chriſtians, as others, a 
 }_ - there alike ſentenc d to eternal Torments: it is often there declar d, t 
M boon 3 ae at the Day of Judgment, 2 
/ ot 
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. wah ons 05 e it wil K e tolekable «fr be 6816 fer 
5 ow and 1070 it would haus been better for tim never te have 8 
the woy of. righteouſneſs, t han, „ ir they have known it, to turn from: | 
be holy. commandment deli ber i te them. Matt. 10. 15. 11. 24. Mar. 6. 
11. 3 et. 2. 21. So that, if there vere ground, from Seripture, to hope; 7 
dat any of the damn d ſhould ever be releas'd from their Torments, yet 
furely wicked Chriſtians, iuſtead of having the beſt, would have the worſt 
9 25 e to this favour, of all the whole company of the damn d, of the race | 
of mankind. And this, ſure with the higheſt reaſon: ſince their Hut are ih 1 
-  Cornmitred againſt; a much clearer and filler knowledge of God's will, un 
4 der much greater meaſures of divine Grace and Aſſiſtance, and iti oppeſi- 
tion to and contempt of, mück ſtronger motives and encouragements 
0 much more terrible chrcatniogs, and more inviting revatds, then ary. 
8 others ever hadi , 
Bat it may be chodght. perhaps, icht the ab or choſt damin'd Chri/ 2 
mans, who haye been gi ven to wor kt or Charity, inay be mote oN 
than that of others. And truly; were there any hope at all, in either of the 
- caſes, l could eaſily admit that this would be the more hopeful of the two. 
For the Texts of Scripture, which are produc d on behalf of this are much 
more ſpacieus, thau thoſe, which are produt d an behalf of tlie 8 
Bleſſed are the mirtiful,Gaith out Lord himſelf, for they ſhall obtain mercy: : 
I ye forgive men their treſpaſſes, your heavenly father will alſo forgive | © a 1 
Jen your treſpaſſes : Matt. 5. 7. 6. 14. And St. Famer ſeems plainly to intie 
mate, that only) thoſe Gall ho "julgment without mercy, that haue. 
Ya He A uo mere y. Jam. 2. 14. Nay in our Saviour's own deſeription of the 
Day of ſodgment, we find nothir og enquit d after, gothing rewarded or pu- 
niſh d, but Men's charitableneſt* or unc harit ableneſt : Matt. 2 5. and the || - 
bole crime, for which the Rich Man, in the Goſpel ſeems to have been 4 5 
Aoom'd to Hell, was his aucharitableneſt to poor Lazarw.' Luk: 16. 2% | 
ec. And ſurely, fron all theſe put togetlier; we may fairly cpllect, that 
ſuch wicked Chriſtians as have been gj ven to works of Chaviry, ſball has 
_ a much milder ſenrence pal upon them, ar the Day: of Jae than 
daa; others. HS Ry | by 
Nom, in anſwer, to this, ſeveral thingy may be ſaid; 26 We 
_ * Firſt, Thar the Chariry of wicked Chriſtians is not true Ciritian Cha. 1 
ny, doth not flow from thoſe principles of an hearty love to God and out | 
_ bleſſed Saviour, a regard to their examples and commands, and an ear- 
, beſt deſire to pleaſe. them and become like to them, which are abſolurely 
25 neceſſary to make our Charity truly Chriſtian: and conſequently that 
theirs is got the Charity, to which. the promiſes of the Soar: 
Ten belong. Or N ** By 2 71 K 
Seconuly, That theſe Texts, if they 0 Utes to the Charity & 3-0 
, Chriſtians, ſuch as it id, will rather prove that they ſhall. noe be dπ42ãocä 
ut all, than that, deing once damn 9, they Mall ever be releas d from 
* their damnation. But this ia not ptctended to; or indeed, if it were, 
tould it be of any force again the 18 Tenot of Scripture, . 
* 


OS FEED 


EEE * 
= " 


ts het eto eat — Oo oy — 
= „ : | 5 G ny : | 1 9 
= *. - 1 8 2 | 


18 * F 
f x. | 
8? #3 1. * 
"tv 


— 2 : 
hy OE ** g 
1 
* 1 


- 


4 7 3 
- 
C * 
E * 

4 
= 
i 
= 


Wy 


. 4 F | 70 ou 
4 * a 0 ; * 4 65 7 * | 8 = N 2 * J * \ 0 * "my . [ g 
: ; "$3 K 1 * k - 1 o | - k | : : A l p n = 4 4 1* 
F ö f 3 7 . $ N 1 N 0 "7% 
B 4 ] % F 7 | . g 4 | 1 : "LES. x : ky, 0 5 
| pony aſſures dus, that no particular grace or virtue, nothing = 


* 
4 "i 
$ >" * 

7 = 


5 
* 
} 
2 
4 
F 


all ſuch, as are guilty of any wilful habits of this or that parti - 
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5 4 , 3: 2 5 their departing From Chriſt; Hebes. 2, their not eurring „ 


niſhiag, with the ſame equal vigour and igtenſeneſa, gv 
Some good nacar'd Chriſtians, I. Knem, Baye dex d r ther a all 
de ſome times of reſt and retteſhmenr, for the damm d. Bat Aas That 


As therefore ve love our elves,” our ih and: bodies, le us nor p- 
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eral condemnation : Ac. 24:15.” Which rorndemiration ſhall be, Th 7 
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